Death benefit nominations
One of the most important decisions regarding
your super is who receives your super when you
die. Your super doesn’t automatically form part of your
estate, which means that it is not generally distributed
as part of your will.
Just as you nominate
beneficiaries in your will,
you need to do the same
for your super or pension

Just as you nominate beneficiaries in your will, you need to
do the same with your super or pension.

How is your death benefit
calculated?
Generally speaking, your death benefit is made up of:

Your super (or pension)
account balance

+

Any life insurance
payment

=

Your death
benefit

Who can you nominate?
Your death benefit can only be paid to your dependants or
legal personal representative (to form part of your estate).
Under super law, a ‘dependant’ is:
 your spouse (including an opposite- or same-sex
de facto partner)
 your children (including children over 18, step-children,
adopted children, ex-nuptial children, children of a
same-sex relationship, children of an opposite- or
same-sex de facto partner, IVF children and children
born under certain surrogacy arrangements)
 anyone financially dependent on you; and
 anyone with whom you share an interdependency
relationship.

Your death benefit nomination
options
You have three options:
1. you can make a binding death benefit nomination
2. you can make a non-binding death benefit nomination; and
3. you can make no nomination.
If you have a Working Income Support Pension
or Allocated Pension, you also can make a reversionary
nomination.

What is a binding nomination?
A binding nomination lets you determine with some certainty
who receives your death benefit. It gives you peace of mind
knowing that your super will be distributed according to your
wishes (as long as it’s valid at the time of your death).
For your binding nomination to be valid, the following
conditions must be satisfied:
 the people you nominate must be your dependants or
your legal personal representative - both at the time
of nomination and at the time of your death
 the total proportions nominated must equal 100%
 the nomination form must be signed and dated by you in
the presence of two witnesses, each of whom is 18 years
or over and are not nominated to receive your benefit
 each of the witnesses must complete and sign the
nomination form
 the nomination must not have expired
 you do not marry, divorce, start or end a de facto
relationship after the nomination
 the nomination has not since been revoked or
amended by you; and
 the nomination has been received by the Fund prior to
your death.

How to make a binding nomination
To make a binding nomination, complete the Binding
beneficiary nomination form.
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How long is a binding nomination valid?

What is a reversionary nomination?

A binding nomination is valid for three years from the
date you sign the form. However, it will be invalidated
earlier if, after making the nomination:
 you marry, divorce or start or finish an oppositeor same-sex de facto relationship
 any nominees pre-decease you; or
 you cancel your nomination in writing.

A reversionary nomination can be made by Working
Income Support Pension and Allocated Pension
members only. A reversionary nomination identifies the
person who will receive the remainder of your pension
when you die.

How to update a binding nomination

You can only nominate a spouse as a reversionary
beneficiary, and it’s usually paid as a pension (however,
your reversionary beneficiary can elect to have this paid
as a lump sum).

To update a binding nomination, complete the
Binding beneficiary nomination form.

How to make a reversionary nomination

What is a non-binding nomination?
A non-binding nomination identifies your preferred
beneficiaries of your death benefit; however, it’s
not binding and will be used as a guide only when
distributing your death benefit.
In other words, the Trustee will decide who receives
your death benefit, taking into consideration your
nominated dependants as well as your personal
circumstances at the time of your death.

How to make a non-binding nomination
To make a non-binding nomination, complete the
Non-binding beneficiary nomination form.
Alternatively, you can make a non-binding nomination
online by visiting our website and logging in to your
Member Online account.

To make a reversionary nomination, complete either
the Application for Allocated Pension or Application
for Working Income Support Pension, select the
‘Reversionary nomination’ tick box in the ‘Death benefit
nomination’ section and provide the details of your
reversionary beneficiary.
You can only nominate a reversionary at the time of
starting your pension.

What happens if you don’t
make a nomination?
If you don’t make a nomination, the Trustee will decide
who will receive your death benefit, based on your
circumstances at the time of your death. Usually, this is
one or more of your dependants or the legal personal
representative for your estate.

What happens if you don’t
have any dependants?
If you don’t have any dependants, your death benefit
will be paid at the Trustee’s discretion. It’s usually paid
to your estate and distributed according to your will (if
you have one).
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